Dear Parents/Caregivers
Any child starting school deserves the greatest chance to achieve to the best of their ability.
In the New Entrants class at Gordonton School, we have high expectations for the
achievement of our children. The first few months of a child’s schooling are critical. They
are continuously introduced to new learning, both social and academic.
Included with this letter is a list of the expectations we have for a five year old starting
school. This is a general list of expectations for all five year olds, allowing them to begin
their school learning as soon as possible. If your child is able to accomplish all of our
expectations you can be assured that their transition and their start to their formal education
at Gordonton School will be a successful one.
Also included is the alphabet chart that they will be working on as soon as they begin
school. The focus is to learn the sounds that the letters make. Many children begin school
knowing a lot of the sounds which makes the start of reading and writing learning so much
easier for them. The Word Worm is a list of the words they need to know for the early
reading levels so an early start to knowing these is a huge advantage.
We hope you support us in these developments and are looking forward to seeing your
child soon.
Thank you
Keith O’Donnell
Principal
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REASONALBE EXPECTATIONS OF A
5 YEAR OLD STARTING SCHOOL
We believe that the average 5 year old entering Gordonton School should be able
to:
1. Recognise and write their own name
2. Be able to use scissors
3. Sit and listen to a story
4. Sit and ‘read’ a book
5. Be toilet trained
6. Know the main colours – red, blue, green, yellow, pink, purple, black, brown,
white and orange
7. Be able to use a tissue
8. Dress themselves
9. Able to do up the footwear they are wearing (laces can be difficult)
10. Rote count to 10 at least, and recognize numbers to at least 10
11. Recognise their own clothing, lunch box bag etc
12. Follow simple instructions
13. Mix socially with a small group
14. Be able to share for a short time with a small group
15. Hold a pencil
16. Be able to communicate with a small group
Other things that would be useful for their learning:
Begin learning the alphabet
Write numbers
Write letters

