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Tēnā koutou katoa. 
In this weeks newsletter: 

Structured Literacy 
Music Clinic 
Mud Run 
Te Kākano Trip 
Reports 

From the Principal 
Welcome to week 7.  We are in the midst of a cold 
snap and the traditional winter  has been bringing 
up a fair load of cold weather from the Antarctic 
zones over the last few days.  I remember the 
winter southerlies from my days working as a 
young policeman in Waiouru during the mid-
eighties.  That was the kind of cold it was hard to forget, usually accompanied by a thick blanket of snow.  I 
hope you are all keeping warm. 

Last week I attended some structured literacy professional training and it highlighted to me how 
far we were along in this journey at Gordonton.  I found the training interesting and enjoyable 
and it was good to get some first hand views of the pedagogy and practice that accompanies this 

change in learning.  Notwithstanding, I still hold the view that there is so much change happening 
across the curriculum in such a tight timeframe that it will be challenging to get everything right - 

even for us, almost 3 years ahead of some schools in Literacy and 7 years ahead in Maths.  

Our new music clinic is almost complete.  For those not aware, we embarked on a project to 
improve the environment for our music performance and tuition and we have renovated the old 
school dental clinic for this purpose.  Some alumni of the school will remember receiving often 

painful, traumatising treatment in this or similar dental clinics in schools.  The dental nurses 
meant well but pain mitigation was not their strength and they enthusiastically filled our mouths 

with tools following a visit from Bertie Germ.     

Friday 20 June 
Matariki 

Kura closed

Wednesday 11 
June  

Te Kākano 
Aviation trip

Wednesday 11  
June 

Mud Run

Our nice new Music Clinic

Tuesday 17 June 
BoT Meeting
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Kupu o te wiki

Rererangi 
(Reh-reh-rah-nge) 

Aeroplane

Learn a new word each week in Te 
Reo Māori. 

Each week we will share a new 
word with it’s pronunciation as well 
as translation.

With some generous help and expertise from Ernie 
Pene and his boys, as well as lots of work by Mr 
Sweetman the room is now modified, insulated with 
the addition of new wall linings and carpet, electrically 
up to scratch and air conditioned. Jesse, our itinerant 
music tutor will base himself out of this room. Mr Hunt 
will also host band practices down there.  It really is a 
wonderful music space and an asset to our school. 

This Wednesday, 58 hardy students 
compete in the annual MUD RUN in 
Ngaruawahia.  This, as the name 
suggests, is all about running through 

mud  around a challenging course. In 
previous years it has been a bit hit and miss with the 
amount of actual mud on offer, but this year I think no 
one will be disappointed.  Thanks to Kerry Boxell for 
organising this event for another year. She will also be 
attending the event to support our children which 
means she won’t be in the office on Wednesday. 

The school will be a very quiet place on Wednesday 
with kids at the Mud run and Te Kākano on their trip to 
the Aviation Museum at Mt Maunganui. It sounds like 
an action packed day for them. Thank you to Mrs 
Ransley and her team for their organisation and the 
parents who are supporting them on the trip. We hope 
it all goes well for them. 

Teachers are busy compiling mid-year 
reports on progress and achievement.  
Reports will be sent home on the last 

Friday of the term, and this being only a 9 
week term will be in 14 school days.  

Sobering thought with so much to do. 

Keep well everyone and have a great week. 

Heoi anō tāku mō nāianei (That’s all for now) 
Keith O’Donnell  
Principal 

Coming up… 
Term 2 
June 
Wednesday 11 - Mud Run and Te 
Kākano Aviation Museum Trip 
Tuesday 17 - BoT Meeting 
Friday 20 - Matariki 
Friday 27 - Last Day Term 2. 

July 
Monday 14 - First day of Term 3 
Tuesday 22 - William Pike Challenge 
Friday 25 - Assembly 
Tuesday 29 - BoT Meeting 

August 
Friday 8 - Assembly 
Monday 11 - Teacher Only Day 
Friday 22 - Assembly 
Saturday 30 - AIMS Games
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WEEKEND SPORTS ROUND UP 

 
Our teams con-nue to impress with their sportsmanship and great a4tudes. They can all be proud 
of themselves. Thank you to our wonderful sideline supporters who con-nue to lead by example. 
 
NETBALL 
Well done Mae who got the POD for the Braves netball team 
A very close game for the Manawa against Horsham Downs with a solid game from everyone; our 
POD today - Eva was everywhere on defence ge4ng loads of intercepts  
 
HOCKEY 
Fantastic win for the Quicksticks this morning playing well showing off some super skills throughout 
the game. POD went to Darcy  
Tough game today for the Tricks2cks but the girls showed a lot of heart. POD was Ella & Coaches 
choice Saoirse  
Chilly, rainy game this week for the Stormers with a narrow fun win over our old teammate Milas 
team. PoD  Sarita &Coaches choice James 
 
FOOTBALL 
An awesome day for the Jets with Hugh getting POD for fantastic ball skills and putting in a great 
effort. Also Spencer got POD for great ball skills and good passing amongst his team mates. 
A chilly start to the day for the !"#$"%&'. POD went to Rebecca & our Fabulous Fantail award 
went to Anik  
The Missiles were very excited to be back on the field this week. It was a great game and they all 
gave 100%. POD Leo. Player of the month Jed 
Another win for the Mavericks, a tough game, but these boy continue to hold their winning streak.  
POD Kane 
A tough game for the Rockets but they con-nued to play hard & fair for the full 40 minutes. POD 
William 
The Gunners played against a tough Claudlands team but gave it their all. POD Jah-rall & Slade 
It was a challenging game for the Blue Jays but they played well and kept at it with great team work 
and good technique. POD Ella 
!
Well done to all of our players! 
!
!



#17	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	  Monday, 9 June 2025


