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Monday 14 
Year 7/8 

Immunisation 
information 

session

Thursday 17 
Tech/Arts starts 

for Year 7/8

Wednesday 16 
School closes at 

1pm for 
Conferences

Thursday 17 
Conferences 

continue

From the Principal 
Tēnā koutou katoa, 
I write to you from home isola7on a8er my partner, 
Sarah, was no7fied late last night she was a close 
contact of a posi7ve case of Covid-19.  I am away 
un7l she returns a nega7ve day 5 test.  I am working 
from home during this 7me and Tania is the on-site 
school leader.  We are in regular communica7on. 

The first week of school went well and the children 
and teachers have adapted quickly to mask wearing, 
social distancing and cleaning that have become 
part of our normal.  We are naviga7ng and adap7ng 
as we go.  We sought advice and turned the drinking 
fountains back on so they were available to children. 

We have also changed how we manage children 
who present as sick at school and need to go home. 
They  will be accompanied to Room 7 where they 
will be supported un7l they can be collected. This 
keeps the sick bay free for children who might incur 
themselves at school.  I encourage you to keep your 
children at home if they are or appear unwell. 
During the holidays we set up some strategies at 
Gordonton School as to what our response will be in 
the event of a posi7ve case at our school.  We also 
have planning in place to set up hybrid learning if 
part of the student body is in isola7on or if teachers 
have to isolate at home.  You will have seen in the 
news that many schools and early learning centres 
have been struck by the virus and our thoughts go 
out to those who are already naviga7ng disrup7on 
to their learning on top of challenges to their health. 

Pick up and Drop off 
Thank you to all who have been observing the 
school request and remaining outside the school at 
pick up and drop off 7mes.  What we have no7ced is 
a few loitering at the front gate and this can be 
problema7c for others picking up and dropping off, 
especially if not wearing masks. 

I ask that if you wish to socialise out front of the 
school that you move well away from the entrance, 
wear a mask and prac7ce effec7ve social distancing. 

Heoi anō tāku mō nāianei (That’s all for now) 
Keith O’Donnell  
Principal 

Masks and lots of ven.la.on in our senior classes.
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Year 7 and 8 Immunisa6ons 
Next Monday, the Public Health nurse 
will come to school to present 

informa;on to the Year 7 and 8 
students about their usual immunisa;ons 

and give them consent forms to bring home. It is 
important to note that this is not about the 
COVID-19 Vaccina;on. For Year 7 it is Boostrix 
(tetanus, diphtheria and pertussis/whooping 
cough) and for Year 8, Gardasil (HPV) and is part 
of the Na;onal Immunisa;on Schedule. 

You have the opportunity to decide whether or 
not your child will receive their immunisa;on at 
school, at your GP or not at all. You indicate your 
preference on the form and return it to school. 
Only those with permission from parents will be 
immunised at school.  This is NOT a Covid 
immunisa;on.  These immunisa;ons have been 
done at school year on year and always with 
parental consent. 

Tech/Arts  
This was meant to start this week but 
the start date has been postponed to 

the following week. 

Conferences 
Last Friday the bookings for conferences went live 
on Skool Loop. To book a conference please go to 
Skool Loop, click on Interviews, select the teacher, 
then the date and ;me and enter the details. If 
you require more than the 10minute mee;ng, 
please contact the teacher and arrange for 
another ;me to meet with them. 

These mee;ngs are for you to meet the teacher, 
and provide any informa;on that you feel the 
teacher might need to know about your child to 
support them in their learning. 

If you have any problems booking a conference, 
please phone the office and Kerry will be happy to 
help you out. 

Kīwaha

Kia pai mai hoki! 
(Key-ah pie my haw-key) 

That’s fantastic! 

Kīwaha are sayings or idioms. Each 
week we will have a new kīwaha 
that you can try and use at home.  

The pronuncia7on is underneath.

👍

Our senior students have adapted really 
well to wearing masks inside and our 
teachers are making sure there is lots of 
ven.la.on in the rooms. The Carbon 
dioxide sensors are monitored regularly 
and children work outside when possible.
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Appropriate clothing for 
school 

As we have been experiencing 
some very warm weather, this is 

a reminder to dress appropriately for 
school. While we have had the luxury of a 
nice hot summer and lots of ;me at the 
beach, it is now ;me to wear school 
appropriate clothing and to stay 
sunsmart.  

As always, hats are a compulsory part of 
school in Terms 1 and 4 and the hat needs 
to be a full brim hat to keep our tamariki 
safe from the sun’s harsh rays.  

Although we are experiencing slightly 
cooler temperatures today, the sun can 
s;ll burn through the clouds.  

Staff Professional 
Development 
You will be aware of the large 

number of drownings over the 
summer holidays. We are very lucky to 
have our own school pool as there are 
many schools across the country who 
don’t have that luxury. We consider 
swimming to be an important part of our 
school curriculum and we expect all 
children to par;cipate in swimming 
lessons at school so they can be safe in 
different types of water. Swimming in a 
river is very different to swimming in the 
sea. 

Some of our staff a]ended a professional 
development workshop at Pukete School 
on teaching swimming. While we have 
been teaching swimming for a long ;me 
and we have great resources to support 
our learning programmes it is always good 
to be reminded with some prac;cal 
learning. Mr Hunt is demonstra;ng 
treading water in a pool that was not 
quite deep enough for Mr Hunt to tread  

water. However, teachers learnt how to 
teach this without being in a deep pool. 

All classes 
have 
allocated 
;me slots for 
swimming 
every day. 
There will be 
;me when 
classes don’t 
swim 
everyday 
which could 

be due to a 
number of reasons including the weather. 
However, it is a good idea to send your 
children to kura every day with their togs 
and towel. 

Welcome  
Some of our Room 10 parents will have 
already met our newest staff member Mrs 
Sian Wells but for those who haven’t met 
her yet, her she is. 

Mrs Wells comes 
to us from 
Crawshaw 
School and is a 
proud supporter 
of the Chiefs. As 
well as watching 
rugby, she 
enjoys fishing, 
reading, biking 
and nature 
walks. 

We are very pleased to have her join our 
team and we are sure Room 10 will have a 
fun filled year with lots of learning. 

Mā te wā 
See you again.
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Road Closure - Friday 11 February, 2022 
Part of Woodlands Road will be closed from approximately 9am to 12pm on 
Friday 11 February for construc7on work. This could restrict access to the 
school on Friday morning.

Community Not ices

Sports Registra1ons 
The deadline for Sports Registra7ons is this Friday 11th February.  
Futsal, Touch & Miniball will be going ahead this term with a few restric7ons. 
At Red Traffic Light sebng there will be no spectators, this is said to ease in 
Orange & Green; at all colour sebngs, My Vaccine Passes will be required for 
coaches, managers, referees & players over 12yrs3months  
Please check the Gordonton School Sports Facebook page, Skool Loop and the 
school website for more details. 

Ricki Herbert Soccer Academy 
Term 1 registra7ons are now open. The football coaching will 
be on Wednesdays at lunch7me, star7ng 17 February 
through to 7th April. 
Cost: $30 for the term. 
Register Here

https://forms.gle/MQRsAeeS3G9wfQo59?fbclid=IwAR1fZAS4Db1mzUfs5h-DCszibPfaMXymXERcLQIWJX6Uw1rh7vVSUjNts0k

